
March 18, 2020 

Dear Parishioners: 

Dear Parishioners:


As I am sure many of you are already aware, our bishop has cancelled all Masses in 
our diocese until further notice based upon the recommendations of medical 
experts and governmental organizations. Please keep checking the official diocesan 
website at rcda.org/coronavirus for the most up-to-date information on our 
diocesan efforts to respond to the current crisis.


At this time, there are myriad unanswered questions about how we will continue to 
function at the parish level. Nevertheless, here are perhaps the most important 
items to reiterate from the diocesan guidance received on 17-March-2020:


1. In addition to Masses, all public liturgies — except funerals and weddings 
(and those only with strictly limited attendance) — as well as all public 
devotions (e.g., the Stations of the Cross) are cancelled until further notice.


2. Churches may remain open for private prayer.

3. Given the unique nature of AA, AL-ANON, (and presumably other such 

addiction recovery support groups), as well as the psychologically trying 
nature of the current situation, these groups are still permitted to meet in 
parish spaces provided that:

a. They themselves strictly enforce the most up-to-date regulations 

regarding the maximum size of gatherings, maximum levels of 
occupancy, and social distancing.


b. They themselves clean and disinfect the areas, equipment, furniture, 
etc. that they use before and after their meetings.


I have every confidence that in time we will receive the further practical guidance 
we need to reorganize ourselves to continue our parish’s mission in these difficult 
times. I also fully expect said guidance will come from not only the diocese, but 
also our vicariate, and even our own talented parishioners as appropriate. However, 
we must all, and I myself first of all, must seek that guidance with patience.


Many of you have already asked how to be of assistance to the parish and to me 
personally. I greatly appreciate this generosity. At this point, I am processing every 
bit of tragic news and seemingly minute-by-minute regulatory updates with at least 
as much shock, disbelief, heartbreak, and yes, anxiety, as anyone else. Therefore, 
only the following three necessities are clear to me at this point.
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First, if you are not doing so already, please pray for a special outpouring of all the 
gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit upon the Church as she fights to bring the Good 
News of salvation in Jesus Christ to all facing the current situation. Please spend a 
minimum of 15 minutes every day making this prayer of intercession on behalf 
of everyone from your fellow parishioners to our Holy Father, Pope Francis. I 
ask that this be done above and beyond the 15 minutes of “daily intentional 
prayer” already urged by our bishop.


Second, we cannot afford to lose the financial support typically made through 
the weekly collections. I am fully aware that many of us are facing a sudden and 
complete loss of income due to the current situation. I am not asking any of us in 
those circumstances to contribute financially. In fact, please prioritize the safety and 
nutrition of your families lest by weakening yourselves, you add to the burdens 
being placed upon our medical and relief systems. However, I also know many of 
us will enjoy stable incomes through this crisis, and I implore any of us in 
those circumstances to contribute as much as they can responsibly afford. To 
be frank, such support is critical to ensuring we will still have a parish once we 
emerge on the other side of this public health crisis. Giving electronically will be the 
best way to support us since physically gathering people to count and deposit 
checks may be inadvisable even now, or become impossible should we end up in a 
quarantine situation. You may donate electronically by clicking this link: https://
onrealm.org/stcjwindham/give/generaldonation (or by copying and pasting the URL 
into your web browser). Please note that if you have never created an account in 
our Realm system, you will be prompted to do so. If you created an account in the 
past and have trouble signing in now, we can assist you with a password reset. If 
this option does not work for you, you may, of course, mail in a paper check. Please 
understand, however, that it may take us more time than usual to process it and 
deposit it.


Third, in spite of the pain I am experiencing right now over this crisis, it is still clear 
to me that God will be with us no matter what happens. That clarity is itself a gift of 
God’s grace and proof of His presence among us, among all who are suffering even 
death itself in these times. A fellow priest reminded me of St. Paul’s words to the 
Romans. Hearing them calmed me greatly and affirmed that confidence I was 
already sensing beneath the surface experience of shock and horror at seeing what 
is happening around us. I repeat them now to you:


What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? […] No, in all 
these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (cf. Rom 8:35-39)
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My brothers and sisters, you who are God’s gift to me, it is imperative that you 
allow these words to echo in your minds and hearts every moment of every day 
throughout the months ahead, and indeed, even beyond the end of this current 
crisis. Hear them, repeat them, memorize them, “and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe” (cf. Jn 20:27).


As soon as possible, I will be forwarding spiritual resources to help us all stay 
grounded in the Lord as we face what comes. In the meantime, please forward this 
message to anyone you know who needs it and did not receive it. Also, kindly refer 
them to our website and Facebook page where we will post this letter, the giving 
link, and further resources as they become available.


Sincerely Yours in Christ,

~Fr. J


